
Trees in your backyard can be
home to many different types of
wildlife. Trees add beauty and so
much more.
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T R E E  P L A N T I N G

Even a small yard can be
landscaped to attract birds,
butterflies, beneficial insects, and
small animals. Make a home for
them in your yard.

W I L D L I F E  H A B I T A T

Backyard ponds and water gardens
are for birds, butterflies, frogs, fish,
and you and your family. A pond or
water garden will likely become the
focal point for all your backyard
conservation.

B A C K Y A R D  P O N D

A mini-wetland in your yard can
provide many of the same
benefits that natural wetlands
offer. Wetlands filter excess
pesticides and nutrients.

W E T L A N D

10 CONSERVATION ACTIVITIES FOR

Y O U R  B A C K Y A R D
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All organic matter eventually
decomposes. Composting speeds the
process by providing an ideal
environment for bacteria and other
decomposing microorganisms. Turn
household waste into valuable
fertilizer and soil organic matter.

C O M P O S T I N G

Mulching is one of the simplest and
most beneficial practices you can use
in the garden. Mulching enriches and
protects soil, helping provide a better
growing environment. 
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M U L C H I N G

Twenty nutrients have been
identified that are required by
plants. The other nutrients, referred
to as micronutrients, are required in
very small amounts. Apply only the
nutrients the plants can use.

N U T R I E N T  M A N A G E M E N T

Terraces can create several mini-
gardens in your backyard. Use
terraces to make flower and
vegetable gardening possible on
steep slopes or simply to add interest
to your landscape. 

T E R R A C I N G

Wise use of water for garden and
lawn waterings not only helps
protect the environment, but
saves money and provides for
optimum growing conditions.

W A T E R  C O N S E R V A T I O N
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Pest management can be one of the
greatest challenges to the home
gardener. Early detection and
treatment of pests means a healthier
growing environment. 

P E S T  M A N A G E M E N T

Information provided by: L E A R N
M O R E
H E R E !



A T T R A C T I N G  P O L L I N A T O R S

A T T R A C T I N G  B I R D S

CREATING AN INVITING WILDLIFE HABITAT

I N  Y O U R  B A C K Y A R D

A T T R A C T I N G  R E P T I L E S  &  A M P H I B I A N S

A T T R A C T I N G  B A T S

T h e r e  i s  a  l o t  o f  w i l d l i f e  l i v i n g  a l o n g s i d e  o u r  h o m e s ,  w h e t h e r  w e
a c t u a l l y  s e e  t h e m  o r  n o t !  B i r d s  t e n d  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  o b v i o u s ,  b u t

s a l a m a n d e r s ,  s n a k e s ,  l i z a r d s ,  t u r t l e s ,  b u t t e r f l i e s  a n d  m o t h s ,  a n d  m y r i a d
o t h e r  s p e c i e s  m a y  b e  i n  o u r  l i t e r a l  b a c k y a r d s .  W i l d l i f e  n e e d  f o o d ,

s h e l t e r ,  w a t e r ,  a n d  i n  m a n y  c a s e s ,  h a b i t a t  c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  l i v e  o u t  t h e i r
l i v e s .  B y  c r e a t i n g  t h e s e  h a b i t a t  e l e m e n t s  i n  o u r  y a r d s ,  w e  c a n  i m p r o v e

t h e i r  l i v e s  a n d  o u r s ,  a n d  g e t  t o  s e e  s o m e  c r e a t u r e s  u p  c l o s e .

B i r d  f e e d e r s  a n d  b a t h s  a r e  g o o d  f e a t u r e s  t o  e n h a n c e  v i e w i n g ,  b u t  l a r g e r
b e n e f i t s  c o m e  f r o m  p l a n t i n g  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  n a t i v e  t r e e s ,  s h r u b s ,  a n d
p e r e n n i a l s .  N a t i v e  v e g e t a t i o n  w i l l  p r o v i d e  f o o d ,  c o v e r ,  a n d  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t
b i r d s  ( a n d  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e )  n e e d ,  a n d  w i l l  s u p p o r t  b e n e f i c i a l  i n s e c t  s p e c i e s
t h a t  b i r d s  a n d  o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  w i l l  f e e d  o n .  T h e  i n s e c t s  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  c r i t i c a l
a s  f o o d  f o r  h u n g r y  n e s t l i n g s .  M a n y  b i r d s  n e s t  i n  t r e e s ,  o t h e r s  i n  s h r u b s ,  a n d
s t i l l  o t h e r s  u s e  t r e e  c a v i t i e s .  I f  i t ’ s  s a f e  t o  d o  s o ,  l e a v e  d e a d  t r e e s  s t a n d i n g
f o r  b i r d s  l i k e  w o o d p e c k e r s ,  w r e n s ,  c h i c k a d e e s ,  b l u e b i r d s ,  a n d  s c r e e c h  o w l s ,
t h o u g h  n e s t  b o x e s  c a n  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t r e e s .  A l s o ,  k e e p  y o u r  c a t s  i n d o o r s .

B u t t e r f l i e s  a n d  n a t i v e  p o l l i n a t o r s  a r e  g r e a t  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  b a c k y a r d
h a b i t a t  m a n a g e m e n t .  B y  m o w i n g  y o u r  y a r d  l e s s  o f t e n ,  p l a n t i n g  a
d i v e r s i t y  o f  n a t i v e  w i l d f l o w e r s  t h a t  b l o o m  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e
g r o w i n g  s e a s o n  a n d  h a v i n g  t r e e s  a n d  s h r u b s  w h i c h  s e r v e  a s  g r e a t
n e c t a r  s o u r c e s .   E v e n  s m a l l  s p a c e s  m a k e  g r e a t  b u t t e r f l y  g a r d e n s .  T h e s e
a r e a s  w i l l  a l s o  h e l p  t o  s t o r e  g r e a t e r  a m o u n t s  o f  c a r b o n  a n d  h e l p  f i g h t
c l i m a t e  c h a n g e .  

B a t s  i n  o u r  r e g i o n  e a t  n i g h t - f l y i n g  i n s e c t s ,  s e r v i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t
e c o s y s t e m  r o l e  w h i l e  g i v i n g  y o u r  b a c k y a r d  s o m e  f r e e  &  o r g a n i c  p e s t
c o n t r o l !  R e t u r n  t h e  f a v o r  a n d  h e l p  t h e  l o c a l  b a t  p o p u l a t i o n  b y
i n s t a l l i n g  a  b a t  b o x ,  e i t h e r  o n  a  s t r u c t u r e  o r  o n  a  p o s t /p o l e .  B a t  b o x e s
o f f e r  r o o s t i n g  s p a c e  f o r  m a t e r n i t y  c o l o n i e s  ( m o t h e r  b a t s  a n d  t h e i r
p u p s )  d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r ,  a n d  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  i n  a  s u n n y  s p o t
a t  l e a s t  1 0  f e e t  h i g h .  T r e e s  –  l i v e  o r  d e a d  –  a r e  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  b a t
r o o s t s .  I f  i t ’ s  s a f e  t o  d o  s o ,  l e a v e  d e a d  t r e e s  s t a n d i n g .

F o r  g r o u n d - d w e l l i n g  w i l d l i f e  l i k e  f r o g s ,  s a l a m a n d e r s ,  t u r t l e s  a n d
s n a k e s ,  p r o v i d i n g  v e g e t a t i v e  a n d  l e a f  c o v e r  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  w i l l  h e l p
t h e m  f i n d  r e l i a b l e  h a b i t a t  a n d  f o o d .  L e a v i n g  a n  a r e a  o f  t h e  y a r d  w i t h
n a t u r a l  l e a f  c o v e r  a n d  f a l l e n  l o g s ,  a n d  e v e n  a  w a t e r  f e a t u r e  i f  p o s s i b l e ,
w i l l  c r e a t e  t h e  m o i s t  s o i l  a n d  i n s e c t  f o o d  t h a t  t h e s e  s p e c i e s  l o v e .
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