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DelAtlantic Conservation District 

Minutes 
 

April 20, 2026 
 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AND PUBLIC NOTICE ANNOUNCEMENT 

 
Michael Rigolizzo called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m.  

 
FLAG SALUTE 
 

Michael Rigolizzo led the salute to the flag of the United States of America. 
 

ROLL CALL & DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 
Supervisors: Michael Rigolizzo, Joseph Lomax, Cormac Morrissey, Valarie Brown, and 
Richard Dovey  
 
Staff: Michael Kent, Craig McGee  
 
NRCS: Michelle Pedano 

 

MINUTES 
  

A. Minutes of March 16, 2026 Meeting 
After Board review a motion was made by Richard Dovey and seconded by Cormac 
Morrissey to accept minutes from the March 16, 2026 meeting. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 

B. Executive Session Minutes of March 16, 2026 Meeting 
None 

 
FINANCES 

 
A. Treasurers Reports  

 

1. District Financials – March 2026 
After Board review and discussion, a motion was made by Joseph Lomax and 
seconded by Cormac Morrissey to approve the District’s March 2026 treasurer’s 
report, balance sheet, and expenses in the amount of $308,748.31. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

 
2. PMC Financials – March 2026 

After reviewing the PMC monthly expense report for March 2026, a motion was 
made by Richard Dovey and seconded by Joseph Lomax to approve treasurer’s 
report, balance sheet, and account balance of $21,983.83. The motion passed 
unanimously.  

 
B. Grant Payments 

Discussion was had about the District advancing the payment for contracted services 
under a current SJ RC&D grant and then being reimbursed once payment is made to 
SJ RC&D. A motion was made by Cormac Morrissey and seconded by Richard Dovey 
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to have the District pay for the contracted services and get reimbursed by SJ RC&D 
once funds are available. The motion passes unanimously. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS  
 

A. Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plans 
 

1. March 2026 Certifications 

A motion was made by Joseph Lomax and seconded by Valerie Brown approving all 
Plan Certifications listed on the March 2026 Application Report. Joseph Lomax 
recused from applications 26-00159. The motion passed.  

 
 2. March 2026 Re-Certifications 

A motion was made by Joseph Lomax and seconded by Richard Dovey approving all 
applications listed on the March 2026 Re-Certification Application Report. The motion 

passed unanimously.  
 

3. 251 Updates 

Updated the board on notable projects throughout the district, distributed quarterly 
report, and commented on potential application denial. 

 
B. USDA-NRCS 

 Michelle updated Board on NRCS activities.   

 
C.   Personnel 

Update on two new District employees that have been hired.  
 
D.  Camden County Ag Development Board 

Discussion was had about replacing Craig McGee with Riley Blankenship as the 
District representative on the Ag Development Board. A motion was made by Richard 
Dovey and seconded by Joseph Lomax to appoint Riley Blankenship as the new 
representative on the Camden County Ag Development Board. The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
E.   New Staff Computers  

Discussed the need to purchase additional computers and associated equipment for 
new staff members. A motion was made by Valerie Brown and seconded by Richard 
Dovey to purchase computers and associated equipment for District staff. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE:  

 None 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
A. Education 

Distributed and commented on monthly activity report.   
  
B. Grants/Agreements 

Michael Kent  
-Gave update on all current grants and agreements in the Mays Landing office.  
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Craig McGee 
-Reported on current grants at the Berlin office.  
 

C. Meetings  

-Commented on previously attended and upcoming meetings.  
 
A motion was made by Joseph Lomax and seconded by Cormac Morrissey to allow 
District staff to attend the NJ Employees Association Training on June 3, 2026. 
District manager will determine attendees. The motion passes unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Joseph Lomax and seconded by Valerie Brown to allow up to 
four District staff to attend the NJ Tree Farm Day on June 5, 2026. District manager 
will determine attendees. The motion passes unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Richard Dovey and seconded by Valerie Brown to allow one 
District Supervisor and one District staff to attend the NACD Summer Meeting on July 

17-22, 2026. The motion passes unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Joseph Lomax and seconded by Richard Dovey to allow District 
Supervisors and District staff to attend the NACD Northeast Regional Meeting on 
August 24-27, 2026. The motion passes unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Joseph Lomax and seconded by Cormac Morrissey to allow one 
District staff to attend the NCDEA Mid-Year Meeting on August 31 – Sept 4, 2026. The 
motion passes unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Richard Dovey and seconded by Valerie Brown to allow one 
District Supervisor and one District staff to attend the RAE Coastal Estuary Summit 
on September 22-25, 2026. The motion passes unanimously. 
 
A motion was made by Richard Dovey and seconded by Valerie Brown to allow one 
District Supervisor and one District staff to attend the NASCA Annual Meeting on 
October 4-7, 2026. The motion passes unanimously. 

 
D. Forestry Update 

-Distributed and commented on monthly Forestry Activities Report. 
 
Discussion was had about the workload of the forestry program. A motion was made 
by Cormac Morrissey and seconded by Joseph Lomax to hire the current intern as a 
seasonal employee to help assist the workload. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
E. Agriculture Update  

-Distributed and commented on monthly Agriculture Activities Report. 

 
F.    Coastal Zone Soil Survey  
 Joseph Lomax 
 Updated the Board on status of the project and that the project is currently not being 

funded for data collection.  
 
G. Healthcare 

Michael updated the board on his research for an alternative healthcare provider for 
District employees. 

 
H. Strategic/Business Plans 

Update on current progress for creating a new Strategic Plan and a new Business Plan 
for the district. 
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I.       Supervisors 

Richard Dovey was informed that his term was up and agreed to be renominated for 
his Board position. 
 
Discussion was had about Bill to allow more than 5 Supervisors on the Board. 
 

COMMENTS     

  
A. Supervisors 

 
Joseph Lomax 
-Commented on NACD article featuring the District’s forestry program. 

          -Updated the Board on his continuing involvement with the National Disaster Relief 
Committee. 

 -Would like to see progress and a draft of the District’s merger protocol. 

 -Commented on District support for reimbursement for expenses incurred while 
attending the Annual Washington D.C. Fly-In. A motion was made by Cormac 
Morrissey and seconded by Valerie Brown approving reimbursement of expenses 
incurred while attending the Annual Fly-In. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
 Valerie Brown 

 Asked the question of how Supervisors can be more involved both locally and on the 
State level. 

 
 Michael Rigolizzo 

 -Commented on a new program referred to as Green Burial. 
-Commented on Districts being innovative and creating opportunities as they look to    
diversify from the 251 program. 

 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 A motion was made by Cormac Morrissey and seconded by Joseph Lomax to go into 
 executive session at 8:35 pm. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 A motion was made Valerie Brown and seconded by Richard Dovey to end executive 
 session at 8:50 pm. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
ACTION ON ITEMS FROM EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 None 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
 A motion was made by Cormac Morrissey and seconded by Valerie Brown to adjourn 
 the meeting at 8:52 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Monday, May 18, 2026, at 
 6:00 p.m. at the District Office, Mays Landing, NJ.  
 
 
 Michael Kent, 
 District Manager   
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Executive Session Meeting Minutes 
Cape Atlantic Conservation District 

April 20, 2026 
 

Motion to go into executive session was made by Cormac Morrissey and seconded 
by Joseph Lomax at 8:35 pm The motion passed unanimously.  

 
Attendees: 
 

District Supervisors: Joseph Lomax, Richard Dovey, Michael Rigolizzo, Valerie 
Brown, and Cormac Morrissey  

  
District Staff: Michael Kent and Craig McGee  
 

Personnel: 
 

1. Discussion was had about entering into a shared service agreement with the 
Cumberland Salem Soil Conservation District. The purpose of this agreement 
would be to work together to provide deliverables outlined in the current SADC 

agreement the District has.  
 
 

A motion was made by Valerie Brown and seconded by Richard Dovey to end the 
executive session at 8:50 pm and return to the regular meeting. The motion passed 

unanimously. 
 
 

Submitted by Michael Kent  
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